
Reasonable Modifica/on and Accommoda/on Law 
18. It shall be an unlawful discriminatory prac/ce for the owner, 
lessee, sub-lessee, assignee, or managing agent of, or other person 
having the right of ownership of or possession of or the right to rent 
or lease housing accommoda/ons: 
 
(1) To refuse to permit, at the expense of a person with a disability, 
reasonable modifica/ons of exis/ng premises occupied or to be occupied 
by the said person, if the modifica/ons may be necessary to afford the 
said person full enjoyment of the premises, in conformity with the 
provisions of the New York state uniform fire preven/on and building 
code except that, in the case of a rental, the landlord may, where it is 
reasonable to do so, condi/on permission for a modifica/on on the 
renter's agreeing to restore the interior of the premises to the 
condi/on that existed before the modifica/on, reasonable wear and tear 
excepted. 
 
(2) To refuse to make reasonable accommoda/ons in rules, policies, 
prac/ces, or services, when such accommoda/ons may be necessary to 
afford said person with a disability equal opportunity to use and enjoy 
a dwelling, including the use of an animal as a reasonable accommoda/on 
to alleviate symptoms or effects of a disability, and including 
reasonable modifica/on to common use por/ons of the dwelling, or 
 
(3) In connec/on with the design and construc/on of covered 
mul/-family dwellings for first occupancy aQer March thirteenth, 
nineteen hundred ninety-one, a failure to design and construct dwellings 
in accordance with the accessibility requirements for mul/-family 
dwellings found in the New York state uniform fire preven/on and 
building code to provide that: 
 
(i) The public use and common use por/ons of the dwellings are 
readily accessible to and usable by persons with disabili/es; 
 
(ii) All the doors are designed in accordance with the New York state 
uniform fire preven/on and building code to allow passage into and 
within all premises and are sufficiently wide to allow passage by 
persons in wheelchairs; and 
 
(iii) All premises within covered mul/-family dwelling units contain 
an accessible route into and through the dwelling; light switches, 
electrical outlets, thermostats, and other environmental controls are in 
accessible loca/ons; there are reinforcements in the bathroom walls to 
allow later installa/on of grab bars; and there are usable kitchens and 
bathrooms such that an individual in a wheelchair can maneuver about the 
space, in conformity with the New York state uniform fire preven/on 
 


